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Findings of Facts - Variances 
 
A variance may be granted only where the strict enforcement of township controls will result in 
unnecessary hardship.  A determination that a “hardship” exists is based upon the consideration of 
the following criteria: 
              
1. Will the issuance of the requested variance allow a use that is prohibited in the zoning 

district? Yes/No 
    
  
 
  
2. Is the variance in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the applicable 

ordinance(s)? Yes/No  
    
 
    
 
3. Are terms of the variance consistent with the comprehensive plan? Yes/No 
 
 
    
  
 
4. Is the variance necessary to alleviate practical difficulties or particular hardship* resulting 

from strict enforcement of the applicable ordinance? Yes//No 
 

 
 
 
*Hardship, as used in connection with the granting of a variance means: 

a. The property cannot be put to reasonable use if forced to comply with the 
requirements of the applicable ordinance; 

b. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property and not 
created by the property owner or a previous owner; 

c. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality.   
 
 
5. Does the proposal involve only economic hardship?  Yes/No 
 
 
 
    
If the variance request meets all of the conditions cited above, the variance may be granted. 
Economic considerations alone shall not constitute a hardship if a reasonable use for the property 
exists under the terms of the applicable ordinance. 


